
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surrey Police Transition Fact Sheet 

 

Q. Is the Surrey police transition a done deal? If not, what exactly would need to be done to stop it 

from continuing?  

The transition is not a done deal. Residents can stop the transition in its tracks by voting in the Saturday, 

October 15 election. We encourage all concerned Surrey residents to view each candidate’s platform 

and make an informed choice at the polls for both mayoral and council candidates. For more 

information on voting locations and times, visit the City of Surrey’s election website. 

 

Q. How much is the transition costing Surrey residents?  

In 2020, elected officials approved an increase in transition costs from $19 million to $64 million; with 

the City’s recent 2022 budget showing a potential increase to $81 million. The City of Surrey also 

benefits through millions in federal subsidies and provincial tax exemptions by having the Surrey RCMP 

as their police service. Each year these savings average $22 million, and that will be lost by having a new 

police service. Over five years, that equals $110 million in lost revenues for the city that will need to be 

made up by the taxpayer. 

Funds allocated for the police transition could better serve Surrey residents by investing in the Surrey 

RCMP and other vital services like pre-schools, community pools, youth programs, improved 

infrastructure, or addressing the opioid and housing crises.      

 

Q. Will it cost Surrey residents more money to abandon the transition now?  

 Moving forward with this transition will be more expensive than stopping it today. Surrey residents are 

currently paying for two police services and will be for the next several years until a formal change of 

command takes place. There is currently no timeline in place for this to happen. Stopping the transition 

now saves on these costs, as well as stops the skyrocketing transition costs immediately.  

https://www.surrey.ca/2022-municipal-election/candidates
https://www.surrey.ca/2022-municipal-election


 

Q. Do Surrey residents want to transition away from the RCMP?  

Since this transition was first announced one thing has been made abundantly clear: Surrey residents 

support their local RCMP Members and overwhelmingly do not support this unwanted transition plan. 

Multiple rounds of public opinion polling have shown:  

• 75% of residents support keeping the RCMP in Surrey with improvements 
o 83% Age 55+ 
o 74% Age 35-54 
o 67% South Asian 

• 89% of Surrey residents have a favourable impression of RCMP Members 
o 91% of those age 55+ 
o 92% of those age 35-54 
o 87% of South Asian community members 

• 82% of residents believe the transition should be halted until detailed costs are shared publicly 
and 92% want to keep property taxes affordable  

  

Q. What would happen with Surrey police officers if the municipality were to cancel the police 

transition?  

There is a phased approach where these officers would have to apply for positions within the RCMP. The 

RCMP has an experienced police officer program through which experienced Surrey officers could more 

easily apply to the RCMP. There are also municipal police services across the Lower Mainland and 

throughout British Columbia that are currently hiring. While another transition period could sound 

daunting, it is still far less expensive to retain the Surrey RCMP than to continue to push forward with a 

transition. 

 


