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Methodology
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§ Sampling: Online survey of randomly selected sample of 2,000 adult (18+) British Columbia Residents 

§ Field Window: August 15 – 27, 2024

§ Reliability: A margin of error cannot be calculated on a non-probability sample. For comparison purposes, a 
probability sample of N=2,000 respondents would have a margin of error of + 2.2%, 19 times out of 20. Data 
has been weighted by region, age and gender to be representative of the population of British Columbia.

NUMBER OF INTERVIEWS

REGION Weighted Unweighted Margin of error*

Lower Mainland 1,218 1,034 + 3.0%

BC Interior/North 439 542 + 4.2%

Vancouver Island 343 424 ± 4.8%

BRITISH COLUMBIA 2,000 2,000 + 2.2%

POLLARA STRATEGIC INSIGHTS IS A MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN RESEARCH INSIGHTS COUNCIL (CRIC),
AND THIS RESEARCH WAS CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH CRIC STANDARDS.
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Demographic Profile
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GENDER
Male

Female

AGE
18-34
35-54

55+

REGION
Lower Mainland

BC Interior
Vancouver Island

EDUCATION
Highschool or Less

College-Technical
University

EMPLOYMENT
Employed

Unemployed
Student
Retired

Base: Total (N=2,000)

INCOME
Less than 50K

50-74K
75-99K
100K+

Refused

UNION
Public Sector

Private Sector
Non-union HHLD

Both
Refused

BIRTHPLACE OUTSIDE CANADA
YES – I was born outside Canada

YES – Parents born outside Canada
YES - Both

No
Don’t Know/Prefer Not To Say

ETHNICITY
(Net) Indigenous

Caucasians
(Net) Visible Minorities



OVERALL PRIORITY
TOTAL AGE REGION

AUG
2024 18-34 35-54 55+

Lower 
Mainland

Van
Island Interior-North

Cost-of-living 57% 65% 65% 46% 59% 50% 58%

Healthcare 39% 22% 35% 52% 35% 45% 44%

Housing Affordability 38% 52% 38% 29% 42% 32% 30%

Crime/Public Safety 19% 12% 19% 23% 19% 16% 18%

Climate Change & Environment 12% 13% 9% 14% 10% 18% 13%

Mental Health & Addictions 12% 12% 12% 13% 10% 18% 13%

Homelessness 12% 13% 11% 12% 12% 13% 12%

Policing 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1%

Cost-of-living, healthcare, housing affordability, and crime/public 
safety top priorities for British Columbians

4. When it comes to the following issues facing British Columbia today, which is your top priority that you would like provincial political parties to address in the upcoming provincial election? 
5. And what would be your second highest priority? 
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• Cost-of-living is top or second priority for 65% of adults under the age of 55
• Healthcare is top of second priority of majority (52%) of those over age of 55
• Housing affordability is top or second priority of majority of 18-34s (52%) but only 29% of those over age 55
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IMPORTANCE
(Very/Somewhat)

88% 83% 86% 93% 88% 91% 87%

TOTAL AGE REGION

5% 8% 6% 2% 5% 3% 7%
6%

7% 7%
4% 6% 6% 5%

38%

52%
40%

27%
37% 42% 37%

50%
32%

46%
66%

51% 49% 50%

Total 18-34 35-54 55+ Lower Mainland Van Island Interior North 

Almost 9-in-10 voters say it’s important to them that BC political 
parties have a comprehensive plan for policing and public safety

7. Thinking of the upcoming provincial election in British Columbia, how important is it to you that political parties have a comprehensive plan for policing and public safety? 
Base: Total (N=2,000). Note: Data <2% not shown.

• Two-thirds (66%) of 55+ voters say it’s “very important” to have a comprehensive plan for policing and public safety (93% overall)
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VERY IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT

NOT VERY IMPORTANT

NOT IMPORTANT AT ALL

UNSURE



Satisfaction with Policing



64%
YES

Satisfaction with RCMP and other police services

8. Is your municipality or local area served by a local RCMP detachment? Base: Total W3 (N=2,000); W2 (N=2,096); W1(N=1,887)
9. How satisfied are you with the RCMP’s policing of your community? Base: (Yes at Q7) W3 (N=1,346); W2 (N=1,389); W1 (N=1,328)
10. How satisfied are you with the policing in your community? Base: (No or Not Sure at Q7) W3 (N=654); W2 (N=707); W1 (N=559)

• RCMP satisfaction increases from 73% to 78%, compared to 2022 BC survey
• Satisfaction in non-RCMP served communities at 69%, the same level as December 2022 and an increase from January 2024
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AREA SERVED BY A 
LOCAL RCMP 
DETACHMENT

24%
NO

12%
Not sure

Satisfied With RCMP’S Policing Satisfied With Policing In Community 

VERY SATISFIED

SOMEWHAT SATISFIED

NOT VERY SATISFIED

NOT SATISFIED AT ALL

UNSURE

SATISFIED: 73% 76% 78%
(Very/Somewhat)

6% 4% 3%
8% 6% 4%

13% 14% 14%

47% 49% 52%

26% 27% 26%

Dec 2022 Jan 2024 Aug 2024

13% 14% 10%
4% 4% 4%

14% 17% 18%

55% 50% 49%

14% 16% 19%

Aug 2024 Jan 2024 Dec 2022

SATISFIED: 69% 65% 69%
(Very/Somewhat)

VERY SATISFIED

SOMEWHAT SATISFIED

NOT VERY SATISFIED

NOT SATISFIED AT ALL

UNSURE



SATISFIED
(Very/Somewhat)

78% 69% 75% 84% 76% 80% 80% 78% 74%

NOT SATISFIED
(Not at all/Not very)

19% 25% 22% 13% 20% 18% 16% 20% 23%

TOTAL AGE GENDER REGION

3% 6% 3% 2% 4% 3% 4% 2% 3%
4% 4% 8% 2% 7% 2% 3% 4% 8%

14%
21% 14%

11%
13%

15% 13% 16%
16%

52%
52%

55%

49%
49% 54% 55% 46%

49%

26%
16% 20%

35%
27% 25% 25% 32% 25%

Aug 2024 18-34 35-54 55+ Male Female Lower
Mainland

Van
Island

Interior
North

RCMP satisfaction consistent among regions and genders with 55+ 
standing out among age groups

9. How satisfied are you with the RCMP’s policing of your community?
Base: Local Area Served by RCMP: (N=1,346)

• Over one-third of 55+ age group “very satisfied” with RCMP policing in their community (84% overall)
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VERY SATISFIED

SOMEWHAT SATISFIED

NOT VERY SATISFIED

NOT AT ALL SATISFIED

UNSURE



SATISFIED
(Very/Somewhat)

69% 66% 63% 77% 69% 69% 68% 80% 54%

NOT SATISFIED
(Not at all/Not very)

18% 18% 25% 12% 21% 16% 19% 12% 18%

TOTAL AGE GENDER REGION

13% 16% 12% 10% 10% 15% 13% 8%
28%4% 4% 7%

1% 5%
3% 4%

4%

7%
14% 13% 18%

11%
16% 12% 16%

8%

11%

55% 57% 50%

59%
58% 54% 55%

58%

49%

14% 9% 13% 19% 12% 15% 12%
22%

5%

Aug 2024 18-34 35-54 55+ Male Female Lower
Mainland

Van
Island 

Interior
North 

Satisfaction in non-RCMP served communities

10. How satisfied are you with the policing of your community?
Base: Local Area NOT Served by RCMP (N=654)  Note: Interior North (N=37)
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VERY SATISFIED

SOMEWHAT SATISFIED

NOT VERY SATISFIED

NOT AT ALL SATISFIED

UNSURE



TOTAL AGE REGION

17% 20% 20% 14% 17% 15% 20%

12%
20% 14%

6%
13% 12% 9%

36%

35%
35%

38%

39%
31% 34%

34%
25% 31%

42%
31%

41% 37%

Aug 2024 18-34 35-54 55+ Lower
Mainland

Van
Island

Interior
North

7-in-10 say police budget should be increased or maintained, while 
under 1-in-8 say police budget should be decreased

11. Thinking about the police budget in your community, do you think… 
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• Support for increasing police budgets higher among 55+ age group (42%), while only 6% of 55+age group says police budget should be 
decreased.
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INCREASED
The police budget should be increased 

so that there are more resources for 
crime prevention, more support for 

officers who are put in dangerous 
situations, and more focus put on 

serious and violent crimes

MAINTAINED
The police budget is at about the right 

level now

DECREASED
The police budget should be decreased, 

and resources shifted to mental health 
and other frontline services that are 

better suited to dealing with these 
unique challenges

Unsure



TOTAL AGE GENDER REGION RCMP SERVED

13% 16% 15% 8% 9% 15% 13% 9% 14% 10% 17%

51% 37% 45% 64%
50%

51% 49% 54%
53% 53% 46%

26%

26%
28%

23%
30% 22% 26% 26% 24% 25% 26%

11%
22%

11% 5% 10% 12% 12% 11% 9% 11% 12%

Aug 2024 18-34 35-54 55+ Male Female Lower 
Mainland

Van
Island

Interior
North

Yes No/DK

Over half would ”feel less safe” if police budgets re-allocated

12. If the police budget in your community is reduced and funds are reallocated to other services, will it make you…
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• Majority (51%) say reallocating police budgets to other services would make them feel less safe
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FEEL SAFER

NO DIFFERENCE

FEEL LESS SAFE

UNSURE



RCMP Funding



TOTAL AGE REGION RCMP SERVED

16% 22% 17% 12% 15% 17% 19% 12%
24%

13%
13% 15%

11% 13% 12% 13%
11%

16%
15%

21%
14%

11%
16% 11% 12%

14%

15%

56%
45%

54%
65%

55% 60% 56% 62%
46%

Aug
2024

18-34 35-54 55+ Lower 
Mainland

Interior
North

Van
Island

Yes No/DK

Majority say province should focus policing funds on strengthening 
existing police services rather than subsidize replacing the RCMP

18. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• Majority in each region says province should focus policing funds on strengthening existing police services, ranging from 55% in Lower 
Mainland to 60% in Interior/North, and 62% in RCMP-served areas
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Rather than spending 
taxpayer funds on 

restructuring police 
services in specific 
municipalities, the 

province should focus 
policing funds on 

strengthening existing 
police services 

throughout the province
The province should 

financially subsidize 
municipalities that want 
to replace the RCMP with 
a municipal police service

Neither

Unsure



TOTAL AGE REGION RCMP SERVED

18% 20% 21% 15% 20% 15% 16% 15%
25%

14%
18% 16%

10%
16%

13% 10% 13%

16%

31%

40%
31%

26%

31%
28% 33% 31%

31%

36%
22%

32%
49%

33%
44% 40% 41%

28%

Aug
2024

18-34 35-54 55+ Lower
Mainland

Van
Island

Interior
North

Yes No/DK

Two-thirds say the province should go half-way or all the way to 
investing in police to keep pace with population growth 

19. Which of the following options best represents your view?
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• Those saying the province should invest $250 million over four years include 55+ (49%), BC Conservatives (42%), and RCMP-served (41%)
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Invest $250 million over four 
years to ensure the province’s 

police strength, equipment and 
technology keep pace with 

population growth

Invest $125 million over four 
years to get halfway to restoring 

the province’s police strength, 
equipment, and technology

Manage with the resources we 
have today and save taxpayer 
dollars, even if it means police 

services are understaffed 
compared to 2012

Unsure

Since 2012, British Columbia’s population has increased by almost 30%, but the size of the police force authorized by the province has not 
increased. In order to keep pace with population growth, the province would need to invest $250 million over the next four years to expand 
the provincial police service by 300 RCMP officer positions and invest in new equipment and technology.



MORE SUPPORTIVE
 OF INVESTING
(Much More/More)

British Columbia has a major drug and street crime issue and there are 
not enough police officers to keep up 82%

Community safety is put at risk because there are not enough
 police officers 80%

Policing is becoming increasingly complex, with different threats 
emerging daily

78%

Community safety is put at risk because police officers do not have up-
to-date equipment and technology 75%

The RCMP needs additional resources in order to invest in new aircraft, 
marine vessels and vehicle fleet, update buildings, improve officer 

equipment to more effectively combat crime across the province
68%

BC’s major drug and street crime issue and community safety drive 
support for investing $250 million over four years in policing 

20. For each of the following statements, please indicate whether they make you more supportive or less supportive of investing $250 million over four years to expand the provincial police 
service by 300 RCMP officer positions and invest in new equipment and technology:
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• All five statements listed made respondents more supportive of investing $250 million in policing, ranging from 68% to 82%
• Top two statements are related to the number of police officers; the bottom two statements relate to equipment and technology
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MUCH MORE 
SUPPORTIVE

OF INVESTING



TOTAL AGE REGION RCMP SERVED

18% 15% 18% 16% 11% 15% 12% 14% 11%
21%

14% 13%
18% 16%

8%
14% 14% 12% 12%

16%

31%
31%

37%
33%

26%

32%
28% 32% 32%

30%

36% 41%
26% 34%

55%
39% 46% 42% 45%

33%

PRE POST 18-34 35-54 55+ Lower
Mainland

Van
Island

Interior
North

Yes No/DK

Post-Test: Support for investing $250 million over four years in 
policing increases 5% after reviewing statements

21. Now that you have reviewed more information regarding provincial police funding, which of the following options best represents your view?
Base: Total (N=2,000)

• Increase in support rises across all groups
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Invest $250 million over four 
years to ensure the province’s 

police strength, equipment and 
technology keep pace with 

population growth

Invest $125 million over four 
years to get halfway to restoring 

the province’s police strength, 
equipment, and technology

Manage with the resources we 
have today and save taxpayer 
dollars, even if it means police 

services are understaffed 
compared to 2012

Unsure
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